
PHÈDRE: CASTING BREAKDOWN AND AUDITION SIDES v1.1 

"What does it mean to fall in love with the wrong person? In a world where affairs of 

the heart are sometimes confused with affairs of the state. Where Gods, mysterious 

and implacable forces of nature, shape our destines. And beautiful monsters wander 

through our dreams."  

CASTING BREAKDOWN 

ARICIA: orphan, rightful heir to the throne of Athens, descendant of Erectheus, last 

of the Pallante, imprisoned in Troezen at the behest of THESEUS, rebellious, 

intelligent, mischievous, charming, especially to HIPPOLYTUS, more perceptive 

than passionate, much less in thrall to VENUS than PHÈDRE, sworn antagonist of 

THESEUS, increasingly regal, female, playing age 20-30 

Note: ARICIA and ISMÈNE will likely sing a song and dance playfully together 

accompanied by music at the beginning of Act 2 

HIPPOLYTUS: son of THESEUS and ANTIOPE, an Amazonian, stepson of 

PHÈDRE, disputed heir to the throne of Athens, undisputed heir to the throne of 

Troezen, hunter, proud, somewhat unworldy, chaste, haughty, especially around 

females, yet utterly smitten by ARICIA, intensely loyal to THESEUS, seeming 

antagonist of PHÈDRE, though he is eventually revealed as the object of her 

infatuation, male, playing age 20-30 

Note: HIPPOLYTUS and THÉRAMÈNE will likely have a choreographed fight with 

swords at the beginning of Act 1; a fight coordinator will lead on stage combat 

Note: The actor playing HIPPOLYTUS will also play the MINOTAUR during a dream 

sequence with PHÈDRE at the beginning of Act 3 

ISMÈNE: friend and confidante of ARICIA, loyal, playful, teasing, whimsical, 

rebellious, dances, worships VENUS, female, playing age 20-30 

Note: ARICIA and ISMÈNE will likely sing a song and dance playfully together 

accompanied by music at the beginning of Act 2 

MINOTAUR: monstrous offspring of PASIPHAE, mother of PHÈDRE, and a 

magnificent white bull, half-brother of PHÈDRE, penned in a Labyrinth, fed on 

human flesh, was eventually slain by THESEUS, returns in a dream sequence   



Note: The actor playing HIPPOLYTUS will also play the MINOTAUR during a dream 

sequence with PHÈDRE at the beginning of Act 3 

OENONE: nurse and confidante of PHÈDRE, devoted, intensely loyal to PHÈDRE, 

caring, calculating, complex, deceptive, expedient, schooled in the politics of the 

Court, Machiavellian, will likely harbours a dramatic secret, female, playing age 

30-60 

PANOPE: Court Official, advises both PHÈDRE and THESEUS, measured, 

professional, at times sardonic, and humorous, observing extraordinary events 

with disbelief, male/female, playing age 20-60 

PHÈDRE: wife of THESEUS, stepmother of HIPPOLYTUS, Queen of Athens, 

daughter of Minos and Pasiphae, half-sister to the MINOTAUR, lonely, obsessive, 

frequently suicidal, self-pitying, intensely passionate yet terribly conflicted by her 

sense of duty, devoted to her children, victim of a neglectful philandering husband, 

suffers dream-like visions of love, hallucinations, possibly at the hand of VENUS, 

with whom she has a troubled and in some ways transcendent relationship, 

seeming antagonist of HIPPOLYTUS, her stepson, though he is eventually 

revealed as the object of her infatuation, female, playing age 30-50 

THÉRAMÈNE: friend and confidante of HIPPOLYTUS, loyal, combative, wise, 

honourable, noble, worships VENUS and NEPTUNE, male, playing age 20-60 

Note: HIPPOLYTUS and THÉRAMÈNE will likely have a choreographed fight with 

swords at the beginning of Act 1; a fight coordinator will lead on stage combat 

Note: The actor playing THÉRAMÈNE will be the lead on a ‘show within the show’ 

with music and lights as he recounts the events leading to the savage death of 

HIPPOLYTUS; this ‘show within the show’ based on a 4-page speech given by 

THÉRAMÈNE, is a unique acting challenge, and will likely have the feel of opera  

THESEUS: husband of PHÈDRE, father of HIPPOLYTUS, King of Athens, heroic, 

courageous, legendary adventurer, slayer of monsters, yet tyrannical, kidnapped 

his wife, neglectful of hearth and home, serial seducer, myopic, vengeful, 

worships NEPTUNE, eventually humbled, male, playing age 40-60 



AUDITION SIDES 

Actors do not have to be off book for auditions. We may audition actors together. 

Alternatively a member of the creative team will read for the other role. We 

recommend reading the play prior to audition. 

Note that there are a few versions of the printed play where the page numbers are 

different 

ARICIA: p68-69, p72-73 

HIPPOLYTUS: p58-59, p68-69 

ISMÈNE: p22-23 

OENONE: p12-13 

PANOPE: p74-75 

PHÈDRE: p12-13, p42-43 

THÉRAMÈNE: p8-9 

THESEUS: p58-59, p72-73 
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