A Bunch of Amateurs
Audition Piece
Jefferson and Jessica
Setting: Jessica has arrived from the USA to see her father and they are sitting at the Bed and Breakfast table.

Jefferson:	So long as you’re here, you might as well make yourself useful. Test me on my lines. Act Four Scene.
Jessica:	Do I have a choice?
Jefferson:	That’s the spirit.
Jessica:	“When”
Jefferson:	Sure, I knew that. “When….
Jessica:	“When We”
Jefferson:	“When we…er… were…”
Jessica:	“Are”
Jefferson:	“When we are….”
Jessica:	“Born”
Jefferson:	That’s it….” When we are born”
Jessica:	This is hopeless dad.
(Spoken as Lear} When we are born, we cry that we are come to           this great stage of fools….
		(She takes a puff of her inhaler)
Jefferson:	You still taking that stuff?
Jessica:	Like you’re interested.
Jefferson:	I’m your father. Of course I’m interested.
		What’s wrong with you again.
Jessica:	I suffer from asthma and I am allergic to a number of things including my father.
Jefferson:	Yeah, Yeah, I remember. I remember the medical bills anyway. Well kid, we’ve all got our problems. And mine is I have more lines in this goddam play than in my last twenty movies combined.  (Long Pause). I’m scared Jessica.
Jessica:	You don’t sound it.
Jefferson:	Are you saying I can’t do scared. Jefferson Steele can do scared.
Jessica (AS Cordelia):	Good my Lord. You have begot me, bred me, loved me: I return those duties back as are right fit, obey you, and most honour you.
Jefferson: 	That’s more like it. But don’t get any ideas. You are not going to be in this play.
Jessica:	Why not?
Jefferson:	Because…
Jessica:	Because I might show you up? I might embarrass you… by being good?
Jefferson:	Because I don’t want this for you. You can do better. Become a brain surgeon -m or a plumber. Do something more worthwhile than being…an actor.
Jessica:	Not all acting has to involve explosions. Some of it can be about truth and emotions.
Jefferson:	Trust me, this business sucks. There are bad people out there – people will exploit and humiliate a beautiful young girl like you. I know. I’m one of them.
